
M a y  :  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g

WHAT’S COMING OFF

ring all of your stu� (rods, boots, waders, 
�ies etc.), set it up and put a price on it. Our 
entertainment will be in the form of big �sh 

videos up on a screen and it will be a chance to just 
do some good ole fashioned haggling. Please bring 
your gear, invite friends and neighbors. When it's 
over, please consider donating a portion of your 
proceeds to the chapter. We are always looking for 
creative ways to pay our bills. 

We will also be accepting serviceable equipment 

for Project Healing Waters and the TU Tri-State 
Camp.

Also, this format allows us more time to swap 
�sh stories and meet new �shing buddies. You've 
probably noticed that calling the meetings to order 
is sometimes a challenge as everyone is having a 
good time just catching up and making new 
friends. 

You'll be able to spend the full hour and half 
connecting, and planning �shing trips.

Gearage Night
MONTHLY
MEETINGS
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DETAILS

May 2, 2019
June 6, 2019

6:45 p.m. Fly tying 
demonstration
7:30 p.m. Chapter 
meeting

WHERE

Flame Room of Vienna 
Volunteer Fire 
Department, 400 Center 
Street, SE, Vienna

GETTING THERE

Chain Bridge Road (123) 
becomes Maple Avenue in 
Vienna. Turn south on 
Center Street. Continue 
on Center Street past the 
athletic �eld on the left; 
note the �re station on the 
left at the intersection 
with Cherry Street. Turn 
left on Cherry Street and 
park behing the building. 
Go in the side door at the 
corner of the building and 
proceed up the stairs to 
the meeting room.

MAY CALENDAR

2: Members Meeting
4: FWAM Trip to

Piney Branch (VA)
9: Board Meeting

10: FWAM Trip (Friday)
to Rapidan River (VA)
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On April 14, NVATU held it’s �rst 
family day, hosted by member 
Roy Lindquist at the Fairfax Rod 
and Gun Club near Manassas. �e 
chapter stocked the club’s lake 
with rainbow trout, one of which 
was cooked and consumed on the 
site by the very happy young 
�sherman in the picture. Roy 
cooked it as well as burgers and 
hot dogs for the mostly catch and 

release crowd. Actually, the kids’ 
catch rate exceeded the adults!
Most of the trout proved illusive 
in the cloudy water but warm 
water �sh were also caught. 
Gathering on a beautiful spring 
day with family and friends was 
what made the event a huge 
amount of fun. 

‒ �ank you Roy! 

First Annual Family Day a Huge Success



J u n e  S p e a k e r :  N i c k  H a l l e

he Delaware River System 
is a popular destination 
for many folks on the East 

Coast. Like many watersheds, it’s 
facing pressure to maintain its 
status as a clean, premier 
�y-�shing destination. 

At the June meeting, Nick 
Halle, TU’s Volunteer Operations 
Coordinator, will talk about 

�shing, TU’s conservation work 
and issues facing the Delaware 
System watershed. 

Nick grew up in rural Maryland 
near the Gunpowder River, and 
spent most of his childhood 
pestering his dad to take him 
down to the pond to catch 
Bluegill with a bobber and worms. 
He attended college in Ohio at the 

College of Wooster, spending his 
summers working as an Outdoor 
Educator and Backcountry Guide 
in the mountains of Maine and 
Wyoming. 

Upon graduating college, Nick 
moved to Montana to put his 
History degree to good use; 
working for a Fly Shop and 
Out�tter on the Missouri River 

before joining TU full-time in the 
summer of 2017. 

As TU’s Volunteer Operations 
Coordinator, he works with TU’s 
more than 400 Chapters and 
Councils across the country. 
When he’s not working, you 
won’t �nd him far from running 
water.

WHAT’S COMING OFF

Opportunities in the Delaware Watershed
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FISH WITH A MEMBER

M A Y
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Left to 
right: 
Carl Jordan 
and John 
Davey man 
the chapter 
table.

�e �rst May trip will be to the 
Piney Branch. �e only license 
you need is a current Virginia 
license �e terrain can be steep at 
times, so pack light and bring 
water to keep you hydrated. Hip 
boots will be all you need to �sh 
this stream. 

Small parachute Adams work 
well even when �sh aren’t rising. 
Working upstream with short 
casts and keeping the slack out of 
your line works best. Try to keep 
the end of your �y line pointed 
upstream. If the line stops or 
moves upstream, lift your rod to 
set the hook. 

I would suggest trying an ant 
pattern in size 14 or smaller as 
the trout appear to mistake them 

for winter 
stone�ies. 
Another �y that 
works well is the 
green weenie, 
which imitates 
caddis larvae. 
Carry �ies in 
several di�erent 
sizes. A �nal tip 
to avoid getting 
lost on the 
return: stay on 
the Piney Branch Trail, and don’t 
turn onto the Piney Ridge Trail. 
Remember that �sh live in 
“branches” but not on ridges!

�is is the second Virginia trip 
this month. All you need is a 
current Virginia license. 
Remember that this is a catch and 
release only stream. Spring is 
o�cially here, but the weather 
and insects may not always act 
like it.

Many insects are coming out. 
You should �nd smaller sizes of 
nearly everything. You can always 
do well with a size 14 or 16 Mr. 
Rapidan, Blue Quill, Yellow Sally, 
or Royal Wul�. �e insect to look 
for is ants ‒ big Carpenter Ants. If 
you see them on the trails or trees 
or even in a mound, tie one on. 
�ere is something about a 
splashy and voracious take on an 
ant that is addictive. 

You will very likely want to 
carpool with some who has a high 
clearance vehicle if you own a car. 
�e road in has been improved 
but still rough and unforgiving. 
Short rods, 5x or 6x tippets, and 
hip boots will be all you need to 
�sh this stream. I suggest packing 
light and bringing some water. 

Note: If a large number of 
members show up we will divide 
the group between the upper 
Rapidan and the lower, at Graves 
Mill near the con�uence with the 
Staunton.

Piney Branch
V I R G I N I A

When: May 4, 2019
Depart: 8:00 a.m.
Return: You decide
Meet: Dick’s Fair Lakes parking lot

We will �sh the 
Rapidan/Staunton near Graves 
Mill near where the Rapidan 
leaves the Park.

Make sure you have a current 
Virginia license, and remember 
this is a catch and release only 
stream. Spring is o�cially here so 
there should be plenty of bug life. 
We've had better precipitation 
again this year and as a result 
park streams are up for the 
moment.

You should �nd a variety of 
medium, and even some larger 
bug hatches. You can always do 
well with a size 12 Quill Gordon, 

or a size 14 or 16 Mr. Rapidan, 
Blue Quill, or Royal Wul�. As for 
insects, look for ants--big 
Carpenter Ants. Don't know what 
it is about ants that make trout go 
nuts. 

If you like dry �y �shing, the 
ant is probably the easiest hatch 
to match. �ere is something 
about a splashy and voracious 
take on an ant that is addictive. 
Even, if nothing is rising, 
brookies will often hit a dry �y. 

If you nymph, a size 14 or 16 
Hare's Ear, �ash-back Pheasant 
Tail, and Prince nymphs, �shed 
deep and allowed to tumble along 

the bottom, or a soft hackle 
�shed on a swing will usually take 
�sh. 

Bring some water along 
because you will be doing quite a 
bit of hiking. Short rods, 5x or 6x 
tippets, and hip boots will be all 
you need to �sh this stream. �e 
terrain can be steep at times, so I 
suggest packing light and 
bringing some water to keep you 
hydrated. 

A backpack can slow you down, 
so if you can �t lunch and water 
in your vest or on your belt you'll 
be able to wade and �sh more 
e�ciently.

Rapidan-
Staunton 

Rivers

Flatlick’s First Kids 
Fishing Day

V I R G I N I A

When: June 1, 2019
Depart: 8:00 a.m.
Return: Whenever
Meet: George Paine at Dick’s Fair 
Lakes parking lot

Rapidan River
V I R G I N I A

When: Friday, May 10, 2019
Depart: 8:00 a.m.
Return: You decide
Meet: Meet George Paine at Dick’s 
Fair Lakes parking lot

J U N E

 Sunday, June 23 to Friday, 
June 28, 2019

 Graves' Mountain Lodge - 
Syria, Virginia

 Adjacent to Shenandoah 
National Park

TU Camp provides youth 13-17 
with a week of exciting, 

hands-on outdoor experiences 
that give them a �rsthand 

appreciation of the value of 
their coldwater �sheries 

resources.
Check it out at 

www.tucamp.org

Tri-State Camp

John Davey and Carl Jordan admirably represented the 
chapter at the �rst Flatlick Fishing Day. John Odenkirk 

managed the stocking and Justin Pistore with Fairfax Storm 
Water organized the event. �e video tells the story:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JB60fAV9YnE

&feature=youtu.be



FLY TYING DEMONSTRATIONS

JUNE FLY OF THE MONTH

John Hadley will demonstrate 
tying the Gurgle-Pop. Bring your 
vise, thread and bobbin; other 
materials will be provided to tie a 
�y or two. 

ORIGINATOR

 Jack Gartside, modi�ed by 

Peter Frailey go to 
(�yangleronline.com) and 
further modi�ed by myself. 

�is is my favorite foam �y for 
pan �sh, largemouth and small 
mouth bass. If this doesn’t draw 
the �sh to the surface, nothing 
will. I’ll then shift to a nymph or 
streamer. I �sh it as a dry �y but 
with sinking line or weights it is a 
good streamer, too. �e original 
larger pattern Gurgler doesn’t 
have legs and is a good �y for big 
�sh: salmon, steelhead, strippers, 
etc.

TECHNIQUES

Using various hair and 
synthetic materials for tails
Cutting and tying in foam 
underbody and back
Using various materials for 
body

Tying in rubber legs
 
RECIPE

Hook: Standard dry �y hooks 
#4, 8, 10 or 12; 2X or 3X for 
longer body
�read: Yellow or White 6/0 
(match foam color – 3/0 for 
larger �ies)
Tail: Use your favorite material: 
squirrel tail, calf tail, woodchuck 
or Antron if using Antron for the 
body. Add a few strands of 
Krystal Flash (Buck Tail for larger 
�ies).
Body: Various colored chenille, 
peacock herl, or Antron extended 
from tail section
Foam Underbody: strip of thin 
yellow foam, width of hook gap 
or a little wider (can use white or 
black foam too)
Legs: Yellow rubber legs
Back: same yellow foam

FISHING TIPS

When �shing on lakes from a 
boat cast as close to the shoreline 
as possible. On steams, cast 
beyond where you think a �sh 
may be, especially likely feeding 
lanes. 

Plop the �y on the water; this 
is not a delicate presentation. Let 
it sit for a few seconds then give 
it a jerk. Let it sit for 10 or so 
seconds then give it another 
vigorous retrieve. 

�e idea is to make it “gurgle” 
or “pop”, and make lots of 
vibrations in the water to attract 
the �sh. 

Be ready for a leaping strike 
from a large mouth bass or an 
enthusiastic strike from 
smallmouth bass or pan �sh. 

MAY FLY OF THE MONTH

John Hadley will demonstrate 
building the Turkey Flat Sulfur 
with Orange Butt. 

A few years ago while �shing 
one of my favorite Shenandoah 

National Park (SNP) streams I 
noticed a hatch going on; that is, 
I saw three or four may�ies at 
one time. I was able to grab one 
and it turned out to be a Sulfur 
May�y with an orange/red egg 
sack. For this �y, I use a little 
red/orange salmon egg yarn to 
represent an egg laying sulfur. I 
split the turkey �at wings, but 
you don’t have to. I’ve had good 
luck with this �y, �shing for 
brookies, when I’ve seen two or 
more yellow may�ies on SNP 
streams in the spring. 

ORIGINATOR

I’m sure someone has tied this 
before, there is very little new 
under the sun. I just combined 
commonly used materials and 
tying techniques to represent 
what I observed. 

Bring your vice and some 

white or yellow thread and 
bobbin to learn to tie “Turkey 
Flat Wings”; I’ll provide the rest 
of the materials. 

TECHNIQUES

Tying in hackle and/or 
micro�bett tails
Dubbing an egg sack
Dubbing the body
Tying in and splitting turkey 
�at wings
Tying in and wrapping hackle
Whip �nish head

RECIPE

Hook: TMC 100 #16-12 (any 1x 
dry �y hook)
�read: Yellow or white 6/0, 8/0
Tail: Micro�betts or hackle: 
yellow or dun
Wing: White Turkey Flat
Butt: Red/Orange dubbing 
(salmon egg wool)

Body: Super�ne Pale Yellow
Hackle: White, Dun, or Ginger

FISHING TIP

Stay low and go slow on SNP 
streams. Cast to a likely spot in a 
pool, try for a soft landing or a 
puddle cast and let it drift. If 
your �y starts to drag lift and 
cast again to another spot. 
Observe the action of egg laying 
sulfurs; they generally just dip 
down and touch the water to lay 
some eggs then pop back up and 
dip down again. You may want to 
try to imitate that action but you 
risk spooking the �sh with all 
that action of your �y line so I 
guess it is a tradeo� of letting it 
drift or popping the �y around 
the pool like a real may�y. 

Good Fishing! 

Turkey Flat 
Sulfur

Gurgle-Pop
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More Family Day 
Fishing Photos

NVATU Members Mason and Palmer Kasprowicz received 
dual Virginia Fly Tyer of the Year awards while exhibiting at 

the Virginia Fly Fishing Festival.  �e best part for them 
was that the “Giver of the Vise,” their grandfather, was 

there to see them recognized.  �ey are very grateful that he 
has been with them all 5-years that they have attended.

Two Brothers Win VA Fly  
Tyer of the Year Awards
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CHAPTER WEBSITE

www.nvatu.org

STATE TU WEBSITE

www.vctu.org

NATIONAL TU WEBSITE

www.tu.org

MAILING ADDRESS

Northern Virginia Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited

P.O. Box 3592
Oakton, VA 22124

CONSERVATION CALENDAR
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Lake Tahoe Hot Air Baloon: Jim Galvin, far left, �oating over lake sans handline for trolling

Recycled and Recyclable

Deep Creek’s #1 vacation rental provider o�ers
Alpine Dreaming and other �ne homes!

RMLV and Alpine Dreaming are proud sponsors of the 
NVATU Bi-Annual Western Maryland Fly-�shing trip!

RMLV info: http://rentals.deepcreek.com (866) 544-3223

MEMBER ALBUM

Keep up with the 
latest chapter 

happennings on 
Facebook:

https://www.facebook
.com/groups/334014
474470/

Want to join the 
Northern Virginia 
Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited?

Use this QR Code to 
sign up or use the 
following URL link to 
sign up online for a 
special o�er: 
https://gifts.tumemb
ership.org/member/i
ntro 

Will quickly link to the 
national www.TU.org 
website to become a 
member for $17.50 
for your �rst year. In 
the pull-down menu 
select 360-Northern 
Virginia and 
Introductory Rate. 


